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World  Rice  Production  Sharply 
Below  Two  Preceding  Biimper  Crops 

World  rice  production  suffered  a  sharp  reversal  in  1965-66.  Unlike 

the  two  preceding  years,  when  weather  generally  favored  bumper  harvests, 

this  season's  crop  conditions  have  been  adverse  in  a  majority  of  countries. 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  estimates  world  production  of  rough 
rice  in  196^-66  (August-July),  excluding  Communist  Asia,  at  1^6  million 
metric  tons  compared  with  the  record  l69  million  tons  of  196U-65,  and 
a  near-record  165  million  tons  in  1963-6U.    During  the  5  years  ended 
I963-6U,  an  average  of  153  million  tons  were  produced  annually. 

Output  declined  in  Asia,  Europe,  and  Africa.    Preliminary  estimates  in- 
dicate South  America's  production  is  about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding 
year.    Harvests  were  larger  than  in  I96I1-65  only  in  North  America,  the 
USSR  and  Oceania  (Australia), 

The  principal  decrease  was  due  to  a  sharp  reduction  in  the  crop  of  India, 
where  production  declined  from  the  bumper  harvest  of  the  preceding  season 
to  the  lowest  yielding  crop  in  eight  years.    Lack  of  rainfall  reduced 
both  the  acreages  and  paddy  yields  in  important  rice  states.    The  Indian 
preliminary  forecast  of  rough  rice  crop  was  ii6  million  tons,  a  reduction 
of  12  million  from  I96I1-65,  and  nearly  5  million  below  the  1959-60/63-6U 
average. 

Crops  in  most  other  countries  of  Asia  were  not  seriously  below  those  of 
196ii-65.    In  South  Korea,  drought  caused  a  sharp  reduction  in  output, 
and  the  acreage  and  production  of  South  Vietnam  declined.    Less  favorable 
conditions  caused  moderate  decreases  in  ihe  crops  of  Thailand,  Japan,  and 
the  Malay  States.    But  Burma,  Cambodia,  Ceylon,  and  Taiwan  had  increases 
in  production,  and  Pakistan's  crop  was  close  to  the  196U-65  record  harvest. 
Again  the  Philippines  planted  more  rice,  and  improved  yields  resulted  in 
a  new  record  crop. 
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Production  decreased  in  all  the  rice -producing  countries  of  West  Europe, 
Acreage  declined  in  all  except  Italy,  where  dry  weather  sharply  reduced 
yields.    Per  acre  yields  of  France  and  Portugal  were  also  well  below 
average.    In  Spain  and  Greece,  reduced  acreages  resulted  in  smaller  crops, 
even  though  record  yields  per  acre  were  harvested.    Acreage  of  East 
Europe  continued  below  the  average  of  the  late  1950' s,  and  estimated 
production  is  only  slightly  higher  than  in  196U. 

Africa's  rice  acreage  approximated  the  preceding  year's  record  level, 
but  production  declined  by  2U0,000  metric  tons  of  rough  rice.    This  was 
due  largely  to  less  favorable  weather  in  Egypt  than  in  196ii. 

South  America's  crop  is  now  estimated  at  approximately  the  same  level  as 
in  I96U-65.    A  reduction  in  Brazil's  crop  is  reported,  though  substantial 
estimates  are  not  yet  available.    An  upward  trend  in  rice  cultivation  con- 
tinued in  most  of  the  other  countries.    Bolivia,  Colombia,  Ecuador,  CJuyana, 
Uruguay  and  Venezuela  had  fiorther  increases  in  acreage,  and  larger  crops 
were  harvested.    However,  lack  of  rain  reduced  the  crops  of  Argentina  and 
Chile. 

Good  Cx-ops  were  produced  generally  in  North  America.    Although  U.S.  acreage 
increased  less  than  1  percent,  the  continued  improvement  in  per  acre  yields 
resulted  in  172,000  metric  tons  more  rough  rice  being  harvested  than  in 
I96I4..    Mexico  increased  acreage  and  production.    Central  America  put  ^ 
percent  more  acreage  into  rice,  and  there  was  a  corresponding  increase  in 
production. 

The  USSR  and  Australia  had  significant  increases  in  rice  acreage,  and 
good  crops  were  harvested.    USSR  acreage  increased  2^,000  acres,  or  $ 
percent,  and  above  average  yields  resulted  in  a  sharp  gain  in  production. 
Australia  continued  the  gradual  e:35)ansion  in  acreage  of  the  last  10  years 
and  harvested  another  record  crop. 
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WORLD  RICE  CROP  FORECAST 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


IS  CLOSE  TO  RECORD 

The  world  rice  crop  of  1966-67  (August-July),  excluding  Communist  Asia, 
is  forecast  nearly  at  the  ^^6/^.-^5  record  level,  in  the  first  estimate  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Record  acreages  are  in  prospect  in  all 
continents,  except  Europe,  and  due  to  generally  favorable  weather  and 
impraved  production  techniques  yields  per  acre  are  higher  in  many 
countries. 

World  production  of  rough  rice  is  forecast  at  171  million  metric  tons, 
up  8  percent  from  the  short  1965-66  crop  of  159  million  tons,  and  close 
to  the  record  172  million  tons  produced  in  1 964.-65.     Average  production 
during  the  five  years  ended  1 964.-65  was  I6O  million  tons. 

Prospective  world  rice  acreage  is  placed  at  a  record  232  million  acres 
compared  with  227  million  in  1965-66  and  the  previous  record  of  230 
million  acres  in  1 964.-65.     Land  in  rice  is  10  million  acres  larger  than 
the  average  of  I96O-61/64.-65.    Major  increases  are  in  Asia — mainly  India — 
and  Africa,  with  gains  of  3,800,000  and  335,000  acres,  respectively,  over 
the  preceding  year.    Percentage-wise  the  principal  rice  area  expansion 
took  place  in  the  USSR,  in  both  Western  and  Eastern  Europe,  and  in  North 
America  (United  Sltates). 

Record  rice  acreage  is  expected  to  be  harvested  in  Asia,  outside  Com- 
munist areas.    The  prospective  output — which  represents  87  percent  of 
the  world  rice  crop,  excluding  Communist  Asia — is  sharply  above  last 
year's  small  crop,  which  was  reduced  mainly  by  drought  in  India. 

Good  crops  are  reported  in  t'akistan,  Japan,  Thailand,  the  Philippine 
Republic,  Taiwan,  Ceylon  and  other  countries.    In  southwest  Asia,  Iran 
and  Turkey  have  bumper  crops  due  to  increased  acreages  and  favorable 
weather. 
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If  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
check  here/  /return  this  sheet, 

and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from  the 
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If  your  address  should  be  changed,  print 
or  type  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Rm.  5918 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.C.  20250. 


Total  production  in  the  Asian  countries  other  than  India  is  expected  to 
set  a  record.    Due  to  high  yielding  crops,  their  total  output  is  forecast 
at  about  94-  million  tons,  2. A  million  tons  larger  than  in  1965-66  and  6 
million  tons  above  the  average  of  1 960-61  / 64.-65 . 

India  holds  nearly  four-tenths  of  the  world  rice  acreage  outside  Communist  t-. 
Asia,  and  produces  about  37  percent  of  Free  Asia's  rice  crop.    Though  it 
is  early  to  make  a  final  estimate  of  its  1966-67  crop  to  be  harvested 
mainly  in  December- January,  production  is  expected  to  be  well  above  the 
reduced  crop  of  1965-66,  but  less  than  the  record  of  1 964.-65.  Rainfall 
has  been  more  adequate  in  the  rice  states  this  year,  except  in  Bihar  and 
eastern  Uttar  Pradesh.     Here  continuing  drought  has  sharply  reduced  yields. 
So  far,  large  acreages  have  been  planted  in  India  and  improved  techniques 
in  an  increasing  number  of  areas  should  result  in  more  rice  per  acre. 

Estimated  production  of  Western  Europe  is  the  biggest  in  five  years. 
Harvests  are  larger  in  all  countries  except  Greece,  where  acreage  was 
reduced.    Total  acreage  increased  7  percent,  with  the  largest  increases 
in  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal,    In  contrast  with  the  poor  yielding  crops 
of  the  preceding  year,  weather  has  been  generally  favorable  for  rice. 

In  North  America,  acreage  expansion  and  continued  gains  in  yields  per 
acre  are  bringing  in  a  7-percent  increase  in  the  estimated  crop  over  last 
year.     The  United  States  is  harvesting  the  largest  acreage  in  1 2  years. 
Though  U.S.  acreage  was  not  quite  as  large  as  the  average  of  2.07  million 
acres  harvested  in  the  peak  years  1950-54-j  this  season's  rough  rice  crop 
of  3.85  million  tons  is  1.58  million,  or  70  percent,  larger  than  in  the 
same  average  period.    This  is  due  to  a  steady  upward  trend  in  per  acre 
yields  in  the  last  15  years. 

Mexico  has  record  rice  acreage  and  production  this  year.    Output  in 
Central  America  is  expected  to  continue  the  expansion  of  recent  years. 

Australia  is  planting  another  large  acreage  in  rice.    However,  it  is  too 
early  in  the  season  to  forecast  the  production  of  as  high  yields  per  acre 
as  were  produced  in  1965-66. 

ERRATA:    FR  1-66  was  issued  erroneously  under  the  number  FG  6-66. 


